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ft  Temperance  Reform  in  hi  LB  of  Gnrrent  Events- 


A  MSCOTESI 


By 


Rev.   H.   C.  SatA-YDN", 

At  the  First  Presbyteriaa  Cliarch,  Cleveland.  0. 


Tbxt— "When  the  enemy  shall  jome  in  like 
a  flood,  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a- 
standard  against  him."    Isaiah  5P,  19. 

The  snare  of  strong  drink  is  as  old  as 
history.  The  records  of  its  methods  and 
its  spoils  has  no  semblanoe  of  novelty. 
There  is  no  drapery  of  secrecy  thrown 
over  it.  It  is  spoken  and  written  in  all 
the  dialects  of  the  world.  The  wayfaring 
man  though  a  fool  can  find  his  way  through 
all  the  mazes  of  this  foul  history.  The 
deception  of  strong  drink,  if  we  allow  any, 
is  so  transparent  as  almost  to  shine  as  the 
day.  The  snare  ia  spread  in  the  sight  of 
the  bird.  An  experience,  uniform  through 
six  thousand  years,  pitched  on  the  same 
minor  key,  illuminated  by  the  same  sad 
and  disgusting  scenes,  tragic  with  the  same 
awful  woes,  wasteful  of  manhood  and 
womanhood,  heralded  by  poverty,  disease 
and  crime,  cannot  be  very  mysterious — 
does  make  the  sin  and  shame 
of  it  almost  without  palliation. 

What  to  do  with  it  is  a  knotty  question, 
so  long  as  the  inquiry  means,  how  shall 
we  regulate  traffic  and  use?  For  more 
than  two  hundred  years  men  have  been 
trying  reguiatiou  of  the  traffic  and  have 
but  here  an  i  there  a  trophy  to  show  for 
the  pains.  The  only  legislation  that  has 
amounted  to  very  much  is  prohibition.  It 
is  not  pretended  that  that  has  been  a 
complete  success;  and  yet  it  is  something 
that  in  1871  Governor  Perham,  of  Maine, 
could  say,  "The  prohibitory  law  of  this 
State,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  as  effective 
in  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic  as  are 
other  criminal  laws  against  the  crimes 
they  are  intended  to  prevent."  Senators 
and  representatives  in  Congress  from 
Maine  once  united  in  testimony  that  "the 
law  of  itself,  under  a  vigorous  enforce- 
ment of  its  provisions,  has  created  a  tem- 
perance sentiment  which  is  marvelous, 
and  to  which  opposition  is  powerless." 
From  which  it  is  fair  to  conclude,  however 
this  sentiment  may  be  waning  in  Maine, 
as  I  suppose  it  is,  that  for  a  term 
of  years  prohibition  was  practically  a 
triumph,  in  a  sense,  and  to  a  degree  never 
approached  by  any  other  system  of  legis- 
lation. The  question  is  not  now  what  is 
practicable  in  this  or  any  other  State,  but 
purely  one  of  fact. 

THE  ADAIR  LAW 

Perhaps  no  regulative  law  is 
better  than  the  so  called  Adair  law; 
and  yet  since  it  became  a  -statute  it  has 
done  almost  nothing  to  stay  the  ravages  of 
intemperance  or  impose  restraint  upon  the 
sale  of  strong  drink.  Its  provisions  which 
seem  the  most  iust  are  the  vt>ry  ones 
which  demand  litigation,  and  that  itself  is 
a  powerful  barrier  to  its  effectiveness.  If 
we  are  still  to  tinker  this  nation- 
al ourse  with  regulation,  then  let 
us  keep  the  Adair  law,  only  with 
more    stringent    provisions. 

We  have  fared  no  better  trying  to  regu- 
late the  use  of  strong  drink  so  that  men 
might  drink  and  yet  keep  within  limits  of 
prudence.     The  great  temperanoe  move- 


ment of  1820-30  began  leaving  men  free 
to  use  ale,  beer,  cider  and  wine. 
On  this  platform  temperance  lecturers 
themselves  eot  drunk  on  the  milder  stim- 
ulants while  fulminating  their  anathemas 
against  the  stronger.  That  great  uprising, 
Which,  in  seven  years,  closed,  one  thousand 
five  Hundred  distilleries  and  four  thousand 
grog  snops,  reformed  ten  thousand  drunk- 
ards, and  led  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  moderate  drinkers  to  come  on  to 
the  ground  Of  iota!  abstinence,  gained  its 
momentum  when  it  made  a  ciean  sweepof  all 
spiritoas  liquors.  Out  of  moderate  drink- 
ers the  army  of  drunkards,  male 
and  female,  ii?  recruited- 

We  have  tried  to  think  that  if  only  we 
had  the  pure>  article  we  should  be  a  great 
deal  better  off,  but  She  truth  is  we  handle 
the  deadly  thing  any-  way.  It  matters 
little  whether  men  are  killed  off  at  short 
or  long  range.  It  is  a  ainipie,  undeniable 
fact,  that  not  only  in  low  groggeries,  by 
bad  whisky,  are  men  being;  overcome  and 
sent  down  precipitous  steeps  to  ruin,  but,  in 
homes  (?)  of  wealth,  in  surroundings 
which  defy  criticism,  bv  iiquors  which 
smack  of  the  best  vintages  of  Europe, 
and  decoctions  of  the  most  skillful  oontriv 
ance,  men  are  going  down  the  same  dreary 
way  to  death,  to  the  humiliation  of  their 
households  and  the  ruin  of  their  souls. 

We  have  hailed  the  vintage  of  our  own 
country  as  affording  a  harmless  substitute 
for  the*  baser  liquors,  and  the  harbinger  of 
a  day  when  men  should  look  on  the  wine 
as  it'giveth  its  color  in  the  cup  and  not  be 
harmed  »y  it,  drink  and  not  be  drunken. 
Travellers  went  abroad  to  the  wine  grow-. 
inar,  wine  drinking  countries,  and  found 
everything  lovely,  and  so  inflated  our  ex- 
pectations. Bat  it  turns  out  that  they 
were  incompetent  to  give  testimony -on  the 
subject,  and  the  experiment  on  our  Pacific 
slope  has  pricked  this  bubble  and  we  are 
left  just  where  we  were  before,  with  one 
path  open  to  us  and  only  cue.  Reguiatiou 
of  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  in  the 
majority  of  cases  ends  in  unregulated  ex 
cess  and  all  the  unmitigated  and  untnitiga  • 
ble  sorrows  and  debasement  of  drunken- 
ness. And  that  is  an  awful  risk  for  a  man 
to  take  in  regulating  the  use  ot 
the  fatal  cup.  As  well  regulate  the 
plague.  Abolish  it  and  ""  you  are 
safe,    happy,    and,    in    tnis    thing,  wise. 

IN  A  BAD  PLIGHT. 

Looking  at  the   situation  it  is  question- 
able  whether    in     this     land     we    were 
ever   in  a  worse    plight    as    regards    tern- 
peranoe  than  we  were  on  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, 1874.    It    is    true    that  the   Christian 
ministry  and  the  social  life  of  the  Christian 
church  wers  by  no  means  where  rbev  wera 
when  Drs.  Beecher  and  Edwards  lifted  up 
their  battle  cry    in  old  Connecticut, 
from  it.    But  then  on  the  other  hand,  the 
liquor  interest  was  never  so  welt  orgai 
And  powerful.    It  was  able  to  corrupt  legis- 
lators and  obstruot  the  execution    of    any 
law.     Never    before   was    it  so  badl 
ruinously  entangled  wltb  politics.    Never 


was  the  sale  of  spiritous  liquors  greater  or 
more  lucrative,  while,  without  doubt, 
the  young  men  of  our  country  were  and 
are  not  as  scrupulously  opposed  to  their 
temperate  use  as  once  they  were.  Public 
sentiment  slumbered  over  this  alarming 
evil,  only  now  and  tben  bestirring  itself 
for  a  faint  protest  or  a  timid  spirt  of  ac- 
tivity,to  fall  back  into  an  attitude  of  hope- 
less subjection,  while  this  anaoonda  tight 
ened  its  coils  upon  the  body  poiiti3.  Then, 
again,  there  was  an  almost  hopeless  di 
vision  of  sentiment  among  temperance 
men  as  to  the  Dest  means  of  reaching 
the  evil.  So,  between  divided  coun- 
cils, apathetic  public  seniiment,  an 
easy  conscience  in  the  use  of 
stimulants  and  the  truckling  of  politisians, 
the  traffic  had  full  swing  and  cut  a  wide 
swath. 

This  apathy  on  the  part  of  good 
people  is  really  something,  in  itself,  quite 
appailme.  If  a  plague  were  to  break  out 
among  us,  we  should  be  swift  to  put  on 
foot  measures  of  relief.  If  the  city  were 
in  danger  of  being  devastated  by  fire,  we 
should  assail  the  devouring  element  with 
relentless  energy.  If  a  band  of  thieves 
were  landed  at  our  depot  we  should  bar 
our  doors  with  unusual  vigilance  and  muls 
tiply  police.  We  are  not  slow  to  scent 
danger  whether  it  threatens  our  bodies  or 
our  estate.  But  we  live  with  this  awful 
scourge,  year  in  and  year  out.  Nay,  we 
pay  roundly  for  having  it  among  us.  We 
rake  immense  risk  keeping  it  in  the  com- 
munity, We  resign  our  most  eligible  sites 
and  streets  to  its  pollution,  as  likewise  our 
Sabbath  privileges  and  rights.  We  allow  it 
toundoalarge  percentage  of  the  work  of 
our  churches  and  our  "Sunday  and  day 
schools,  and  obstruct  the  work- 
ing of  every  moral  reform.  We 
build  poor  houses,  jails,  prisons,  idiotic 
and  insane  asylums,  and  set  apart  potter's 
fields'  for  this  traffic  to  fill,  and  pay  roundly 
to  keep  them  running. 

THE  TERRIBLE  EVIL. 

The  waste  of  intemperance  in  this 
country,  is  estimated  at  a  billion  and  a 
half  of  dollars  annually,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  ruin  of  manhood  and  the  loss  of 
souls ;  and  the  miserable  pittance  it  pays 
back  into  the  revenue  of  Government- 
miserable  in  comparison  with  the  cast — 
is  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

From  fifty  to  eighty  thousand  drunkards 
die  annually  in  the  United  States.  One 
half  the  madness,  three-fourths  of  the 
pauperism  and  four  fifths  of  the  orime 
committed  are  traced  to  this  sweeping 
scourge.  It  is  but  a  little  time  ago  that 
three-fourths  of  the  State  taxes  in  New 
York  were  charged  to  the  account  of  this 
fearful  plague.  I  suppose  such  figures  are 
only  proximate  estimates.  Be  they  too 
little  or  too  great,  they  doubtless,come 
near  enough  to  the  exact  truth  to  serve  as 
reliable  data  for  popular  information ;  and 
they  indicate  the  awful|stride  of  an  evil  of 
which  we  can  have  no  conception.  No  man 
can  measure  the  waste  and  woe  of  this 
traffic  and  indulgence.  It  is  written  in 
tears,  and  violence  and  blood ,  and  that 
year  bv  year,  day  by  day.  Yet  we  pay 
our  taxes,  protesting,  perhaps,  against 
the  cost  of  schools  and  public 
improvements,  while  this  evil  goes  unre- 
buked.  We  do  an  honest  work  with  our 
churohes  and  schools,  our  associations  of 
various  sorts,  often  complaining  that  they 
are  so  expensive  and  inefficient,  while  we 
pay  the  greater  expense  of  this  enginery 
of  death  which  aims  a  fatal  bombardment 
at  the  work  of  our  upbuilding.  There  is 
not  a  boy  growing  up  in  our  households, 
not  a  young  man  in  our  stores,  offices  and 
shops,  whose  hopes  for  this  life  and  the 
next  are  not  in  some  way  endangered  by 
tne  fascinations  of  the  cup.  The  saloons 
attract  more,  many  times  over,  than  our 
prayer  meetings  and  reading  rooms.  Sat- 
urday night  carousals  keep  out  of  the 
churches  on  Sunday  many  who  else  would 
be  found  in  them.  And  incapacity,  ruin  - 
ous  habits,  excessive  expenditures" and 
gambling  are  preparing  forsoeiety  a  gener« 
ation  without  moral  stamiua  and  trust- 


worthiness.  1  only  hinf  "at"  the  evil  to- 
wards which  we  have  been  so  criminally 
apathetic.  With  sober  consideration  must 
come  to  every  spirit  loving  truth  and 
righteousness,  the  conviction  that  this 
attitude  of  temperate,  Christian  people  is 
perfectly  astounding. 

Were  this  evil  to  go  on  increasing  as  it 
has  done  in  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years— 
if  we  are  to  suppose  no  effective  restraint 
put  upon  it  at  all— then  it  is  clearly  dem 
onstrable  that  the;rujn  of  the  country  is 
certaiu.  It  has  been  well  said,  "No  re- 
publican government  can  stand,  that  has 
not  for  its  chief  support  the  morality  and 
virtue  of  the  people."  But  this  of  which 
we  speak  aims  a  deadly  shaft  at  morality 
and  virtue.  Its  vaulting  ambition  is  to 
leap  into  the  chief  seats  of  power  and  hold 
the  reins  of  government.  At  auv  rate  to 
bold  "the  balance  of  power,"  is  its  aim.  as 
surely  and  persistently,  as  ever  it  was 
that  of  the  slavery  propagandists  fifteen 
years  ago.  Such  a  result  attained  would  be  a 
national  calamity. 

Now  I  say  it  were  to  be  expected 
that,  at  some  time,  and  in  some  way, 
God  would  lift  up  a  standard  against 
this  enemy  of  truth  and  righteous- 
ness. This  is  certainly  guaranteed  by 
His  moral  perfections  and  righteous  gov- 
ernment. It  were  certainly  to  be  looked 
for  that  He  would  hear  the  cry  of  suffer* 
ing  wives  and  worse  than  orphaned  chil- 
dren, of  desolate  homes  and  the  pitiable 
victims  of  insolent  humanity  imbruted  by 
strong  drink.  'Tea,  though  Jbe  bear  long 
with  them,  i  tell  you,  He  will  avenge  them 
speedily".  Somewhere  Ged  will  put 
bounds  to  any  and  every  form  of  evil  which 
endangers  His  Kingdom  and  lifts  itself  up 
against  His  Christ.  Again,  it  is  not  for  us 
to  say  in  what  way,  or  by  what  agencieg 
He  shall  accomplish  His  righteous  pur- 
poses. "His  thoughts  are  not  as  our 
thoughts,  nor  His  ways  as  our  ways." 
While  legislators  were  debating  how  not  to 
do  it,  God,  by  the  terrible  arbitrament  of 
the  sword,  cut  the  knot  of  Slavery  in  this 
land.  Every  year  in  this  country  is  the 
politics  of  States  disturbed  and  legislation 
invoked  for  and  against  this  growing  evil ; 
and  the  master  stroke  of  policy  has  often 
been  to  chain  without  galling,  and  by  a 
very  long  tether  not  much  to  interfere 
with  the  freedom  of  this  ravaging  beast. 

APPEAL,  TO  GOD. 

Not  two  months  have  gone  by  since  cer- 
tain godly  women  took  their  appeal  from 
human  tribunals  to  the  most  high  God. 
They  believed  in  prayer.  They  had  faith 
in  God.  And  that  they  might  make  this 
matter  as  much  as  possible  an  issue  be- 
tween the  rum-seller  and  the  Godot"  the 
widow  and  the  fatherless,  the  crushed 
and  the  helpless,  since  he  would  not  come 
to  the  place  of  prayer,  they  took  the  place 
of  prayer  to  him.  The  results  have  been 
marvelous.  Churches  and  praying  people 
are  found  in  almost  every  community 
from  ocean  to  ocean.  The  traffic  of  which 
we  speak  has  also  planted  itself  in  almost 
every  community.  Most  naturally  the 
question  is  at  once  raised  in  Boston,  New 
York,  St.  Louis,  San  Francisco  and  all  in- 
termediate points,  and  from  the  takes  to 
the  gulf,  whv  are  we  not  taking  this  great 
evil  to  God?  This  question  nas  found  a 
practical  answer  in  an  uprising  of  daily 
increasing  magnitude,  whiie  everv  day 
records  its  triumphs  over  the  fell  destroyer. 
That  word  "crusade"  has  at  length  found 
a  cause  worthy  of  tbe  christening. 
It  would  appear,  so  far  as  human  foresight 
can  go  in  such  matters,  that  while  men 
are  disputing  how  to  regulate,  God  is  mov- 
ing to  set  bounds  to  the  traffic  in  rum. 
What  is  pre-eminently  hopeful  about  this 
movement  is  this :  that  the  appeal  is  first 
of  all  to  the  God  of  Israel  against  the  op- 
pressors of  the  people ;  tbat  the  church  of 
Christ  is  being  aroused  to  the  perils  and 
sufferings  incident  to  the  sale  aod  use  of 
alcoholic  stimulants  •  that  the  power  put 
forth  is  moral ;  that  the  suasion  used  is 
that  which  goes  straight  to  the  heart  and 
conscience  of  men ;  that  the  instrumental- 
ity   put   forward  is  woman,    sustained  by 
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her  faith    in  God,    and    urged    on  by  her 

'    insufferable   wrongs,  appealing  in  vain  to 

men  for  help,  and  now  pleading  with  God 

-   till  He  shall  rise  up  in    His  might  for  their 

de'.iverauee    from    this  galling  yoke.    Let 

nobodv  put  a  light  estimate  on  this   moral 

Le:  uobody  imagine  that  the  women 

*   of      this     country,     once     aroused    and 

enlisted      in     this     holy    warfare,        on 

the    one    baud    appealing  to  the;    wrongs 

thev  h^e  suffered,    on    the    other    to  the 

periis  thev  dread,  as   they   look    on  their 

■    sons  ,  brotners  and  husbands,  and   always 

let tiiis;  their  bow  abide  in  strength,  are  to 

be  easilv  dismayed  or  let  this  holy  warfare 

till    they    come    back    with    many 

~   trophies  of  victory. 

THE  PRESENT     MOVEMENT  . 

Looking  at  this  movement,  now  in  pro- 
gress, in  as  practical  a  way  as  possible, 
desiring  only  to  discern  the  leadings  of 
Divine  Providence  and  to  do  oui  duty  in 
this  crisis,  it  is  patent  on  the  face  of  it, 
that  its  salient  features  are  novel,  and  to 
many  good  people  inexpedient,  not  sav 
shocking.  But  the  question  of  questioas 
is  this:  Is  God  in  this  movement?  Does 
the  H oly  Spirit  of  God  move  these  women 
of  faith  and  prayer  to  entreat  the  traffick- 
ers in  ardent  spirits  to  abandon  their 
business  an^  dry  up  their  streams  of  deso- 
lation ?  If  He  does,  there  remains  for  the 
Christina  believer  nothing  to  do  but  lend 
it  his  heartiest  sympathy  and  co-oper- 
ation. Something  certainty  moves  them. 
Most,  likeiy,  not  the  Prince  of  Darkness. 
It  is  not  at  ail  likely  they  are 
self- moved  or  man-moved.  They  are  for 
the  most  part  women  who  have  habitually 
shrunk  from  ail  public  demonstration, 
most  of  ail  from  participation  in  public 
meetings.  This  crusade  is  not  at  aiiakin 
to  the  woman's  rights  movement  which  has 
been  before  the  country  for  some  years 
past.  I  find  font  no  adequate  cause  short 
of  a  Divine  inspiration. 

Nor  is  there  anything  specially  objec- 
tionable in  the  methods  adopted.  Women 
may  go  to  the  saloons  to  lead  home  a 
drunken  husband  or  son,  why  not  to  pray, 
if  permission  is  granted?  To  carry  per- 
gonal appeal  to  the  men  and  women  en- 
gaged in  this  traffic  would  seem  to  be  a 
legitimate  work  for  women,  who  are  the 
greatest  sufferers  in  consequence  of  it. 
But  for  the  novelty  of  it,  prayin?  in  the 
street  and  in  3aloons  would  n«t  seem  so 
very  shocking.  Indeed,  if  this  is  done  to 
bring  the  traffic  face  to  face  with  God  in  a 
most  solemn  and  heart  breaking  appeal  to 
Him,  prayer  loses  none  of  its  sanc- 
tity. In  Mohammedan  countries 
prayer  in  public  places  by  the 
devotees  of  the  false  prophet  is  a  matter  of 
daily  occurrence.  So  far  as  reports  have 
reached  us  there  >,  juld  seem  to  have 
been  very  few  indiscretions,  nothing 
lmcompatible  with  modesty  and  Chris- 
tian propriety.  And  surely  it  is  not  worth 
while  for  people  who  have  done  nothing 
and  said  nothing  to  relieve  society  of  this 
great  curse  to  lift  up  a  cry  over  a  few  im* 
proprieties  if  they  should  occur.  Some 
excesses  and  indiscretions  are  to  be  ex- 
pected in  any  popular  movement.  But 
what  are  they,  gather  them  all  together, 
compared  with  the  outrages  and  shocking 
exhioitions  of  drunkenness  in  a  single  day? 
It  should  a'so  be  laid  to  heart,  and  seri- 
ously pondered,  that  lor  the  removal  of 
this  great  evil  there  is  nothing  to  be  hoped 
from"  legislation  at  present,  nothing  to  be 
hoped  from  men  any  way  except  \a  co« 
operation  with  the  women.  Under  the 
influence  of  men  matters  have  gone  from 
bad  to  worse  and  there  is  no  light  ahead 
in  this  direction.  There  is  hope  when  the 
women  rise  up  in  faith  and  prayer. 
Out  of  it  all  there  may  reasonably 
be  expected  to  come  a  great  curtail- 
ment of  the  liquor  iraffio.  Many  will 
abandon  this  business  for  an  honorable  one. 
^ut  not  this  only ;  we  may  confidently 
look  for  a  great  revolution  of  public  senti- 
ment touching  the  use  of  alcoholic  stimu- 
lants, and  the  aid  and  comfort  which  citi- 
zens may  rightly  give  to  the  traffic  in 
them;    and  out  of  this,  at  length,  a  legis- 


lation which  will  be  potential  for  good. 
We  may  hope  that  great  numbers  will 
adopt  total  abstinence  principles,  and 
power  will  be  acquired  to  secure  righteous 
legislation  and  enforce  it.  And  still  fur- 
ther with  this  quickening  of  conscience  in 
one  direction  will  come  an  awakening  of 
the  moral  sense  in  all  directions,  and  an 
increase  of  religious  sentiment  and  spirit- 
ual power.  I  say  this  may  reasonably  be 
expected  if  the  work  goes  on  as  it  has  be- 
gun. For  in  the  outset  this  was  a  religious 
movement.  This  is  the  hiding  of  its 
strength.  If  it  loses  this  characteristic  it 
is  shorn  of  might.  The  appeal  was  to  the 
God  of  the  afflicted,  to  Him  who  has  said, 
"Woe  unto  him  that  giveth  his  neighbor 
drink,  that  puttest  thy  bottle  to  him  and 
makest  him  drunken ;  *  *  the  cup  of 
the  Lord's  right  hand  shali  be  turned 
unto  thee  ,  and  shameful  spueing 
shall  be  on  thy  glory."  From  Him  the 
.  appeal  was  carried  to  the  hearts  and  con- 
sciences of  men.  Any  serious  departure 
from  the  simplicity  and  directness  of  this 
beginning  is  greatly  to  be  deprecated.  If 
there  is  any  hope  for  us  it  is  in  the  fact 
that  this  is  God's  chosen  way  of  meeting  a 
crying  wickedness.  It  surely  is  not  our 
way.  If  before  any  method  opposition  is 
to  be  powerless,  I  believe  this  is  essentially 
the  method.  So  let  us  cling  to  it  and  fol- 
low the  leadings  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
all  variations.  And  if  to  the  wisdom  of 
men  aH  this  seems  very  foolish,  so  doubt- 
less the  compassing  of  Jericho  by  the 
armies  of  Israel  six  days  in  succession  and 
seven  times  en  the  seventh  day,  seemed  a 
foolish  thing  to  the  dwellers  within  the  city 
wills.  It  was  a  hovel  mode  of  warfare. 
Its  efficacy  lay  in  this,  that  God  was  in  it. 
So  of  Naaman's  washing  in  Jordan  seven 
times  to  be  healed  of  leprosy. 

Let  the  politicians,  then,  be  entreated  to 
let  this  thing  alone  for  the  present.  Let 
the  temperance  societies,  as  such,  come 
after  and  cover  the  ground  if  they  please. 
To-day  let  all  that  call  upon  the  name  of 
the  Lord  wait  patiently  upon  Him  in  be- 
lieving prayer  and  earnest  endeavor  I 
am  not  thinking  that  this  work  should  be 
left  entirely  to  women,  but  that  it  is  a 
time  for  every  lover  of  his  race  to  lend  a 
helping  hand.  In  this  direction  I  venture 
to  make  a  few  suggestions. 

VALUABLE  SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  Let  it  not  once  be  forgotten  tha*)  our 
hostility  is  towards  a  traffic.  Not  towards 
any  class  of  men  as  such.  They  are  oar 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens,  but  they  are 
doing,  as  we  believe  and  can  abundantly 
prove,  a  very  bad  business.  And  whether 
they  intend  it  or  no  they  are  engaged  in  a 
traffic  which  lays  upon  society  inconceiva 
ble  evils.  We  have  heard  their  talk 
about  their  rights  in  this  thing.  Now  let 
the  rights  of  the  tax-payer  be  heard,  and 
above  all  let  the  cry  of  suffering  humanity, 
long  suppressed,  be  heard.  But  let  there 
be  no  bitter  denunciation,  rather,  earnest 
prayer  that  they  may  be  converted  from 
the  error  of  their  way. 

2.  Let  the  church  put  itself  right  in  this 
matter,  by  coming  honestly  and  thoroughly 
on  to  temperance  ground.  I  believe  Dr. 
Humphrey  said  truly,  "the  common  sense 
of  mankind  deoides  tnat  this  evil  cannot 
be  checked  and  suppressed  only  by  the 
entire  disuse  of  ardent  spirits  in  the  moral 
and  religious  community."  And  Kev. 
Albert  Barnes,  of  sainted  memory,  once 
said :  "It  is  just  beoause  intemperanbe  is 
upheld  by  the  rich  and  respectable,  and  by 
professed  Christians,  that  the  reform 
drags  so  heavily.  Every  church  of  Christ, 
the  world  over,  should  be,  in  very  deed, 
an  organization  of  pure  temperanoe,  under 
the  leadership  and  patronage  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  friend  and  the  model  of  parity. 
The  pulpit  must  speak  out,  and  the  press 
must  speak,  and  "  you,  fellow  Christians, 
are  summoned  by  the  God  of  purity  to 
take  your  stand  and  cause  your  influ- 
ence to  be  felt."  And  what  manly 
words  have  from  time  to  time  appeared 
in  Scribner's  Monthly.  For  instance  in 
the  last  number  read  in  "Delusions  of 
Drink,"    "Th«   habits   neither   of  Great 
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Britain  nor  America  will  improve 
until  men  of  influence  in  every 
walk  of  life  are  willing  to  dis- 
pense with  their  drinking  customs 
There  is  nothing  in  sanitary  considera- 
tions as  they  relate  to  the  moderate 
drinker,and  surely  nothing  in  the  pleasures 
of  the  moderate  drinker,  to  mitigate  this 
curse.  It  is  all  a  delusion.  The  water 
drinker  is  the  healthy  man  and  the  happy 
man,  Spirits,  wine,  beer,  alcoholic  bever^ 
ages  of  all  sorts  are  a  burden  and  a  bane, 
and  there  is  no  place  where  a  good  man 
can  stand  unshadowed  by  a  fatal  delusion 
except  upon  the  safe  around  of  total 
abstinence.  Until  that  ground  is  taken 
and  held  by  good  men  everywhere  there 
can  be  no  temperance  reiorm.  The  wine 
drinkers  of  England  and  America  have 
the  whisky  driDkers  in  their  keeping  " 

These  are  sound,  strong  utterances 
which  the  church  of  God  and  all  right- 
minded  people  ought  to  heed. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  the  abstract  right 
or  wrong  of  a  glass  of  wine  anymore  than 
the  question  of  theatre  going  is  one  of 
ideal  plays,  and  ideal  actors  oa  ideal 
stages,  in  ideal  theatres,  with  ideal  sur- 
roundings, by  ideal  peeple.  Discussing 
these  matters  on  such  purely  fictitious  bases 
helps  nobody  except  in  the  direction 
of  ruin.  What  is  the  history  of 
theatre  going?  The  actual  thea- 
tre, what  is  it?  What  is  the 
history  of  moderate  drinking?  Unto  what 
does  it  commonly  lead?  The  question 
broadens  beyond  all  such  ideal  limits  to 
practical  issues  involving  interests  of  the 
very  highest  moment.  It  is  not  aione  what 
you  and  1  mie-ht  safely  do,  bat  what  others 
may  become  through  our  influence.  Let  us 
not,  then,  be  deceived  in  this  matter. 

CLEVELAND  SALOONS. 

3.  Then,  it  is  practicable  to  look  about, 
us  and  inquire  what  is  the  work  to  be 
done  ?  Here  in  our  city  are  1118  saloons  of 
all  sorts,  an  increase  during  the  year  of 
195 — one  saloon  to  130  people.  So  I  Qnd 
it  stated.  Some  of  them  especially  for 
boys.     Horrible  work! 

Against  our  drug:  stores  I  make  no 
sweeping  charge;  but  the  disclosures 
of  the  last  two  months  make  it  morally 
certain  that  many  of  them  are  involve 
ed  in  no  legitimate  way  with  this  traf- 
fic. It  is  a  very  serious,  shameful  thing 
this  turning  a  drug  store  into  a  drinking 
establishment  for  respectable  people. 

Some  of  our  grocers  have  been  constrain- 
ed into  the  wine  traffic,  and  many,  doubt- 
less, go  further. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  many  respectable 
people  hare,  for  one  reason  or  another, 
consented  to  rent  their  buildings  to  per- 
sons engaged  in  this  traffic,  and  so  are  in- 
directly reaping  the  wages  of  iniquity. 
This  is  certainly  not  more  strange  than  the 
complicity  of  Trinity  Church  Trustees  in 
New  York  with  the  same  business,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  everybody  will  likewise 
repent,  and  do  works  meet  thereto, 

This  is  the  situation  in  our  city,  lb  is 
appalling.  Humanly  speaking  we  seem  to 
be  held  in  the  grip  of  this  army  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens, who  for  purposes  of  gain 
alone — for  nobody  pretends  there  is  one 
spark  of  benevolence  in  it ;  there  is  no  good 
word  to  be  written  of  this  sale  of  ardent 
spirits  as  a  beverage,  going  back  six  thou- 
sand years — traffic  in  ardent  spirits.  To 
men  deliverance  seems  impossible.  With 
God  all  thing's  are  possible. 

Now,  I  suppose,  it  is  clear  that  1118 
saloons  of  the  city  are  not  to  be  treated  as 
the  dozen  or  score  of  a  country  town 
may  be. 

It  is  also  clear  that  not  every  deep- 
ly interested  soul  will  be  able 
or  willing  to  join  the  crusade  in  this 
capacity,  aid  yet  there  is  something  for 
everybody  to  do. 

In  the  first  place,  in  *he  closet,  at  the 
household  altar  and  in  the  public  assem- 
blv  let  the  praying  soul  wait  upon  God, 
that  He  will  effectually  lift  up  a  standard 
against  this  enemy  of  the  public  weal.  Let 
wisdom  be  earnestly  sought  for  guidance 
in  this  and  coming  days,  that  all  self  seek- 


ing may  be  put  away  and  God's  glory  in 
this  righteous  cause  alone  be  sought.  And 
let  prayer  everywhere  be  lifted  up  that 
this  great  and  good  work  may  spread  over 
the  entire  land  with  olessed  and  perman- 
ent fruit  of  rightousness  and  peace . 

Let  it  also  be  emphasized ;  If  men  will  stop 
drinking  others  will  stop  vending.  W  hy 
drink,  my  friend,  when  this  terrible  stream 
might  De  dried  up  for  lack  of  patronage— 
when  drinking  imperils  your  soul,  your 
welfare,  your  manhood,  the  purity  of 
womanhood,  the  happiness  of  those  near- 
est and  dearest  to  you?  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  thousands  who  are  moder 
ate  or  occasional  drinkers  could  be  induced 
to  abandon  the  wine-cup  altogether ;  chat 
many  families  might  be  persuaded,  to  re- 
move alcoholic  stimulants  from  their  side 
boards  and  never  to  offer  them  socially. 

I  have  confidence  to  believe  that  our  Club 
house  may  cease  to  tempt  young  men  from 
the  paths  of  sobriety  and  total  abstinence 
Awd  this  is  a  work  to  which  all  may  tend  a 
helping  hand,  and  a  word  of  encourage 
ment  in  the  social  intercourse  of  life. 

It  is  certainly  in  order  that  our  drusr 
store*  and  grocers,  having  the  patronage  of 
friends  of  temperance  as  they  tio,  be  visit 
ed,  and  requested,  and  pledged  not  to  mix 
the  sale  of  food  and  medicine  with  that 
which  has  no  nutriment  in  it,  except  upon 
the  prescription  of  a  regular  physician. 

And  let  all  our  physicians  be  appealed  to, 
to  stand  where  many  of  the  foremost  in 
the  profession  do  stand,  in  the  almost  en* 
tire  discountenance  of  these  artificial  and 
dangerous  stimulants. 

We  may  then  with  some  show  of  con- 
sistency approach  the  saloons  and  whole- 
sale dealers  and  bring  the  pressure  of  an 
aroused  public  sentiment  to  bear  upon 
their  consciences,  and  not  without  effect. 

How  far  women  shall  go  in  our  city.  I 
leave  with  them  and  the  Divine  Spirit, 
most  earnestly  hoping  that  they  may  have 
the  moral  support  of  all  good  people  in 
their  righteous  endeavors.  Let  us  not 
forget  that  there  is  nothing  so  dangerous 
just  now  as  apathy  and  opposition.  From 
these  things  may  God  deliver  us.  When 
this  is  done  there  may  be  some  stamina 
for  legislation,  and  some  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  law0 

What  shall  be  the  outcome  of  thi3 
movement  is  known  only  to  God. 
Whether  the  triumphs  of  intemperance 
are  soon  to  cease,  or  that  day  lies 
j  away  in  the  remote  future  I  cannot  eay. 
I  know  that  that  day  is  somewhere  fixed 
in  the  calendar  of  coming  time.  I  know 
that  the  kingdom  which  is  righteousness 
and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
destined  to  fill  the  earth,  and  that  that 
cannot  be  except  the  overthrow  of  the 
rum  traffic  and  the  rum  power  first  come. 
Of  this  everv  believer  in  God's  word  is 
confident.  Whether  the  woes  entailed  by 
strong  drink  are  yet  to  be  multiplied; 
whether  the  finest  intellects  are  to 
be  clouded  still,  and  the  most 
responsible  trusts  abused  through  its 
influence ;  whether  every  sou  born  into  our 
households  is  to  encounter  the  dreadfcil 
risk  of  becoming  a  sot,  and  every  daughter 
the  risk  of  being  wedded  to  a  drunken  hus 
band;  whether  the  wives  and  the  chil- 
dren of  drunkards,  impoverished,  hungry, 
C3ld,  unclad,  despairing,  life  crushed  out 
and  hope  dead,  are  still  to  suffer  without 
redress  and  die  unwept;  whether  society 
is  still  and  for  a  long  time  to  bear  mutely 
and  ingloriously  these  enormous  burdens 
of  an  unlawful  and  iniquitous  traffic,  I 
cannot  say,  This  I  know,  I  lift  up  my 
voice  to-night  for  the  peace  and  happiness 
of  every  home  in  our  land;  for  the  arrest 
of  a  dreadful  evil  and  a  needless  curse ;  for  || 
thousands  of  suffering  women  and  children  1 
under  a  terrible  pressure  of  wrong,  it  be  ~  1 
longs  to  the  church  of  the  blessed  Christ 
to  be  moved  by  this  cry  of  misery.  It  be- 
longs to  Government  to  succor  these  op- 
pressed ones  and  shield  thecu  from  their 
fate.  But  just  now  the  call  is  for  every 
friend  of  temperance  and  humanity  to 
stand  girded  with  weapons  not  carnal  but 
spiritual,  for  the  wars  of  the  Lord.  And 
may^God  speed  the  right. 


1 


IS       BBB™ 


■K 


■1 


3a$  Hi 

■     ■     ■ 


Hgg  HEsiKSE    ESP 

Si       $111 

SSs  38f!  111859: 

8  S^BH  lllili 

Baa     ■■        HBBK^88Bfac«8$s 


wf 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 


0  029  827  230  1  + 


